TAILS OF ACHIEVEMENT 2007

Owner name: Angela Lowrie

Dog’s name   :Kiri

    “     age      :3 yrs

    “     breed   : Irish Setter

APDT trainer : Rachel Smalley   no. 00962  (also A. Lowrie …00752 !)

I entered Kiri in this competition last year and she came 3rd. I have entered her again this year because she has continued to amaze myself and just about everyone who meets her since we attended your finals last September.

Despite being totally blind Kiri had passed the G.C.D.S. bronze, silver and gold levels by the time she was 2 years old. ..quite an achievement for any dog, but given that she is also a setter……

About January this year my club were invited to submit dogs to audition for the various display teams to represent the GCDS ( Good Citizen Dog Scheme) at Crufts.We made it a rule that our dogs had to apply for the highest level they had attained i.e. Gold dogs could not play it safe and apply for Bronze..etc.

After much deliberation as to how fair it would be to take a blind dog to Crufts I decided to heed the advice of my vet..Sue Armstrong ..”boundaries that apply to other dogs do not apply to Kiri. “

So Kiri went off to audition with other dogs from the north of England for a place in the GOLD display team…and was selected. The Gold team leader wondered whether she would cope with Crufts. I remember saying to him not to cut her any slack because she is blind…but not to leave her out because of it if she had earned a place.

Kiri went to Crufts and took her part in the Gold team …and enjoyed every minute of it.

Early this year Kiri raised money for a local hospice by completing a sponsored walk through parkland and woods…OFF LEAD.  She now appears regularly in the Tailwagger Club Display Team and occasionally competes in obedience classes. One judge was moved to write about her after one obedience show….she had been upset by a competitor who had said he was going to euthanase his dog because it was getting too stiff to do obedience any more. Then she saw Kiri enjoying her stint and a little bit of faith was restored.

I let Kiri do all this because she enjoys it …but also to make people aware that dogs can manage very well with even the most severe disabilities. She does NOT need special care. She does NOT need special training. Dogs should not lose their lives just because they lose their sight, hearing or become lame etc.

If your criterion for this competition is the achievement of the dog rather than the owner then I believe Kiri should be considered again this year. It appears to be difficult for anyone to meet her and not be affected by her.

